
Minutes 
 

Architectural Review Board 
Village/Town of Mount Kisco 

March 16, 2005 
 
  

 Members in Attendance:                 Frank Tortorello 
       Nancy Abramson                       
       Steve Marrano 

   Members Absent: 
 
 
 
Frank Tortorello: March 16, 2005 the meeting of the Mount Kisco 
Architectural Review Board called to order at 7:32p.m. Before we start 
we have a lot of cases tonight. We will try to limit the cases to ten 
minutes. We ask you to please be understanding of the people towards 
the end of the agenda. First case is Mount Kisco Commons. 
 

1. Mount Kisco Commons:  
Jodi Gutterz from RD Management, John Slaker from 
Slaker Design. 
 

Jodi Gutterz: We are basically here because the Planning Board didn’t 
want to the position on an aspect they felt was part of the 
Architectural Boards area. They approved the concept that there 
should be a fence but they just wanted to get your comments on it. 
They didn’t need to have an official approval from you. They just 
needed to know that the fence that was chosen was something that 
you feel is architecturally pleasing. John brought a catalog. 
 
John Slaker: What we tried to do was put something there that was as 
discreet as possible. 
 
Nancy Abramson: Where? 
 
John Slaker: It is going along the top of the wall along Rt. 117 by the 
satellite building. From 117 entrances north to the north property line.  
 
Jodi Gutterz: Basically above that retaining wall.  
 
John Slaker: The reasoning behind it was the village engineer felt that 
it was a potential hazard along here. If you were walking along the 



sidewalk by the retaining wall, even though they did put a guide rail up 
there, that it should have more of a secure backing. What we choose 
was the aluminum fence in black that would basically disappear in the 
landscaping. There is a lot of shrubbery planted there. Ornamental 
grasses, and other shrubs, that will almost eventually will camouflage 
it from Rt. 117. It is to be installed for a safety measure. This is the 
satellite; Burger King is across the street. Here is the A&P, Applebee’s.  
 
Frank Tortorello: So it is at the sidewalk? 
 
John Slaker: The retaining wall is right at the curb line and 
immediately behind that is where we want to put the fence. Between 
that and the sidewalk is about 10-12 feet of length. There is a 
considerable drop off into the parking lot. It is more of safety 
reasoning and what we tried to do as you know the black fence will 
disappear into the landscape. Especially if there is shrubbery behind it. 
This particular picture just happens to show pickets on the top, we are 
not doing pickets. It will definitely be black.  
 
Nancy Abramson: So this is what is going to look like? 
 
John Slaker: In black.  
 
Nancy Abramson: With the posts?  
 
John Slaker: Yes. 
 
Nancy Abramson: With the knobs on the top?  
 
John Slaker: They are very discreet knobs. Here is an example exactly 
of that style in white. Unfortunately I could not find a picture in black. 
These are very minimal caps. These are the support posts and are 
roughly 6 feet on center for the support posts.  
 
Nancy Abramson: This is not it?  
 
John Slaker: It is the same picture only difference is the caps are more 
discreet. This is the detail that was submitted. This is the actual detail. 
That middle one with these posts. The wall is 6 feet. The fence is only 
3 feet, 36 inches high above grade at the top of the wall. The wall 
drops off into the parking lot.  
 
Steve Marrano: How many feet is it? 
 



John Slaker: The length of it is approximately 150 feet long. 
 
Steve Marrano: The front and the back or just the front? 
 
John Slaker: No it is just going along the Rt. 117 down to the corner. 
It is for the pedestrians along that sidewalk.  
 
Frank Tortorello: We are not voting on this? 
 
Nancy Placona: just comment and impressions so they can bring it 
back to the Planning Board. 
 
Steve Marrano: It is for safety reasons you have to put something up.  
 
Jodi Gutterez: In terms of sight plan they approved the fence being 
there. They just didn’t want to take it upon themselves to encroach on 
your jurisdiction and saying architecturally that it was pleasing or 
wasn’t. They just wanted us to come here and have you say yes it is 
an attractive fence and what you find there are no other choices.  
 
Frank Tortorello: I would make a recommendation that I would make a 
four foot fence. Because a three foot fence kids playing at the end of it 
can go over very easily. I would say you keep the caps simple.  
 
Jodi Gutterez: That was the thought.  
 
Frank Tortorello: Thank you. 
 

2. Lexington Pastries – 157 Lexington Avenue  
Case #04-64 
John Tucker from Tucker Signs. 

 
Nancy Abramson: can you refresh my memory. 
 
Frank Tortorello: They came with a pylon sign and wanted to put two 
originally and then they came down to one. It was going to parallel 
and wanted to have it perpendicular lighted sign. We have approved 
the parallel sign. So now they have come back just a board sign, two 
sided board sign.  
 
Nancy Abramson: We approved the sign originally correct?  
 
John Tucker: Yes however they did not want to do the original sign. 
 



Frank Tortorello: This is the only sign right? 
John Tucker: That is the only sign.  
 
Frank Tortorello: No sign on the building right? 
 
John Tucker: Right. 
 
Nancy Abramson: This is very nice 
 
Frank Tortorello: This is the only change. You are taking the old 
monument sign down and putting this instead. Any comments? 
 
Nancy Abramson: How high is this?  
 
Frank Tortorello: It is 10 foot high. The post is 10 foot high the sign is 
48 x 36.  
 
Nancy Abramson: Is that high for the street? 
 
Frank Tortorello: It is taller than these types of signs normally are. If I 
had my dithers I would reduce the sign by about 20%. The post would 
be about 8 foot high and the sign down a little smaller. The board is 
kind of large also for this type of sign. 
 
Steve Marrano: The lower we get the more it will interfere with traffic.  
 
Frank Tortorello: You are going to have vision problems with this 
anyway. You are going to have to creep out to see what is coming. You 
are coming out of the parking lot here and it is down wind of you so 
you don’t really have a problem.  
 
Steve Marrano: The sign is very attractive.  
 
Nancy Abramson: I love the sign. I think it is a little big.  
 
Frank Tortorello: That is how I feel.  
 
Nancy Abramson: I think it is very nice.  
 
Frank Tortorello: if we brought the post down to 8 foot 6 inches and 
made the sign board instead of 48 inches by 36 you made it 40 by 30. 
That would be roughly 20% reduction. Would that be acceptable if we 
proposed that as an alternate? 
 



John Tucker: Sure. 
Frank Tortorello: The sign itself is going to be 102 inches and this 
dimension is going to be 40 inches and this dimension is going to be 
30 inches. Does anyone want to make a motion? 
 
Steve Marrano: I will motion to approve as amended.   
 
Frank Tortorello: It is two sided. The colors will stay the same. 
 
John Tucker: A classic country burgundy.  
 
Nancy Abramson: Second on the motion. 
 
Frank Tortorello: Board All Ayes. 
 
 

3. Mount Kisco Medical Group – 34 South Bedford Rd 
Case #04-65 
John Oliva representing the applicant. 

 
John Oliva: You had asked us to come back to show you the blue.  
 
Frank Tortorello: That was the only issue from last time. 
 
Nancy Abramson: I looked around there and it is kind of eroding. I 
think this is the bronze a much better color than the blue. It just draws 
attention to it. It doesn’t really refer to anything.  
 
Steve Marrano: I like the blue. I have no objection to either one. I like 
them both. I think the blue is warmer.  
 
John Oliva: It was very neutral, they wanted something with color. It 
is as simple as that. There are other signs that don’t always go with 
the building either. Its not that the signs are always going to match 
the building. I think they are allowed to pick that color. They wanted 
something other than black or bronze. The windows are bronze but the 
rest is burgundy.  
 
Frank Tortorello: This is a street of medical buildings. 
 
John Oliva: There is one further down that has a bronze copperish 
color that on the left. The other on at 110 is grey, two different color 
grays.  
 



Frank Tortorello: You have to think in terms of that it is a professional 
building. The building is not having the same need to be noticed the 
way a retail establishment would be. To tell you the truth I really 
agree with Nancy. I see that it adds nothing in some degree it 
diminishes the kind of dignity of the building.  
 
Steve Marrano: I have no objection.  
 
Frank Tortorello: I would really prefer you to stay with the bronze. 
 
John Oliva: I will let them know. In all honesty I think we could have 
saved a month or a couple weeks of time if you were against the blue. 
I think we should have decided last time. I thought by showing you 
the matt that was the issue not the color. I feel like we have wasted a 
couple of weeks for nothing. 
 
Frank Tortorello: I think you have always been treated fairly and 
reasonably when you have been here probably two dozen times since I 
have been on this board. If that is the impression you got my 
apologies. I think there are at least two people on this board who think 
that it would be a mistake. I would urge you to convince your clients if 
you can. You were previously approved in the bronze.  
 
John Oliva: Yes but we haven’t done it because they wanted a color. 
So we will keep that as approved in bronze.  
 
Frank Tortorello: I would also remind you that the sign is built. They 
have a temporary sign up.  
 
 

4. Bicycle World – 7 East Main Street 
Case #05-06 
Eric Marcos owner. 

 
Frank Tortorello: This about changing the front for physically 
challenged patrons. 
 
Eric Marcos: Yes. It is a challenge to bring the bikes through the 
doorway. We have a lot more wheelchair repair customers than we 
have had in the past. It is a growing part of out business. Getting 
through that door is tough. Plus the front door is getting old and the 
privets and the hinges for the door are wearing out. The door is tough 
to open.  
 



Frank Tortorello: It is a glass door now right? 
 
Eric Marcos: It is stucco verculite.  
Frank Tortorello: This is similar to supermarket doors? 
 
Eric Marcos: It is a single panel verses they should a double.  
 
Frank Tortorello: It is not a slider? 
 
Eric Marcos: It is a bi-fold. Above the door is a transom above there 
where the air conditioner is. You probably don’t want to know the 
history of how this all came about. It started with the door being hard 
to open and we realized we were going to replace the air conditioner. 
So we decided to start dealing with the front end. We took the air 
conditioner out to see if it would allow the door to open and close 
easier. The glass spaces here, the glass company felt that these were 
vulnerable when a wind comes toward the building. This is southern 
exposure and we get quite a bit of wind so it will have verticals 
supports in it instead of trying to make a big square. That is the 
structurally improvement plus it will be insulated glass.  
 
Frank Tortorello: This isn’t abutting glaze? 
 
Eric Marcos: Correct.  
 
Frank Tortorello: What are you doing here?  
 
Eric Marcos: We are re-installing our AC but instead there will be 
aluminum clad piece surrounding what the AC docks into.  
 
Frank Tortorello: it is a blank panel that will match the storefront?  
 
Eric Marcos: Exactly.  
 
Frank Tortorello: This is clear aluminum?  
 
Eric Marcos: Yes clear anodized aluminum. This is glass and the AC is 
in here.  
 
Frank Tortorello: make it insulated panel and put the AC in and be 
done with it. 
 
Eric Marcos: You’re proposing a similar approach that is fine with me.  
 



Frank Tortorello: I think you’ll have a little less of a problem.  
 
Eric Marcos: Three separate glass panels is a lot harder to juggle than 
aluminum. We would like as much light in the business as you can see 
this is one of the biggest shoebox buildings without windows and we 
are in a business that is all about being outdoors. So it has a 
claustrophobic feeling. Whenever we get light in there we love to in 
the future wish list is at some point return the old window that is 
inside this framing covered over with siding. We would love to see 
those come back at least two of those. That is a different package. At 
this point as much light as we can get in the building the better it is. It 
feels like you are in a dark closet. 
 
Frank Tortorello: You are re-doing your awning. 
 
Eric Marcos: At certain times of the day when the light comes in it will 
blind you. But at other times we like as much light as possible.  
 
Frank Tortorello: You have a second part of this also. 
 
Eric Marcos: In terms of importance the storefront is what we just 
talked about the most important aspect. Secondary to that is the cloth 
awning/ it is just really dated and we would like to do something that 
is a little bit less worn looking. The picture in the packet of the awning 
across the street behind Dansk. It is your typical trapezoid awning. 
This is adjustable one you can crank in or out. We don’t use that 
aspect of it very often at all. We just thought a ridged set up would be 
better. The cut in the middle of the awning it was argued that it was 
originally there so that the AC unit could vent out the top. Talking to 
some AC experts they felt it was not necessary. We wouldn’t really 
want interrupt because that means when it rains it rains right in front 
of out front door. Glass store front awning and signage in that order.  
 
Frank Tortorello: You want us to look at all of it?  
 
Eric Marcos: I would like to look at all of it if possible.  
 
Nancy Abramson: This is a lot but I think we can handle it. This is the 
awning. 
 
Eric Marcos: it is the same shape awning that is behind Dansk, the 
blue awnings. 
 
Nancy Abramson: The side facing the train station? 



 
Eric Marcos: Yes. Just as an example, it is the most common type.  
Frank Tortorello: I would really prefer to defer this because if you are 
going to go for this, this is very strong graphic statement on that black 
wall. If it is done right I think it would be ok. The concept is good. I 
know a couple of years ago you want to put up Mount Kisco Welcomes 
you and we had conversation about that. I think from my perspective 
this would probably be ok. The placement is really critical. I would like 
to see that before and do right.  
 
Eric Marcos: That is exciting and thank.  
 
Frank Tortorello: Again I don’t know about the size. For your future 
plans if you wanted to put windows on the side I think you could make 
it work. If you put two windows it is going to be funny looking, you 
have to make playful. Maybe put two windows here and two windows 
here. You have to treat that like a canvas.  
 
Eric Marcos: This little button shaped light fixture doesn’t work and it 
didn’t cast much light at all. We wanted something in keeping with the 
retro look of the building like this above the sign.  
 
Frank Tortorello: Why don’t you hold off in lighting of this sign until 
you come back with this sign? You might want to do it in some similar 
fashion. I would urge you to do that so you don’t lock yourself in.  
 
Eric Marcos: We can do the repair on the glass part? 
 
Frank Tortorello: You are going to replace the storefront. You are kind 
of deficient in the presentation. So we are trusting and I am looking at 
the detail. This is going to be 4 ½ by 1inch ¾ clear anodized 
aluminum. The glass is going to be clear glass? 
 
Eric Marcos: It is low e-glass.  
 
Frank Tortorello: Clear not tinted. This is going to be aluminum panels. 
 
Nancy Abramson: What about the awning? 
 
Frank Tortorello: From my perspective it is very straightforward and 
simple. Just a box awning. Does anybody want to make a motion? 
 
Nancy Abramson: I make a motion that we approve as amended.  
 



Frank Tortorello: The storefront, replace the awning, repaint the trim. 
You will return with a signage package.  
Eric Marcos: Gladly.  
 
Nancy Abramson: Accept as amended the storefront and the awning.  
 
Steve Marrano: I will second that.  
 
Frank Tortorello: Board All Ayes. 
 
 

5. Restorations – 385 Lexington Avenue 
Case #05-07 

     Mark Mendelson owner. 
 
Mark Mendelson: We are putting the sign in the same space. The sign 
that was there was cut down by previous tenant. This is a photo of 
where the posts were cut.  
 
Frank Tortorello: The lighting will remain the same. You are just going 
to put this sign up in the same spot. This is a white or off white? 
 
Mark Mendelson: White. This is the color sample.  
 
Nancy Abramson: How high is the whole thing?  
 
Mark Mendelson: It is a total of about 4 feet. It is actually smaller than 
the sign that was there.  
 
Steve Marrano: Is it double sided?  
 
Mark Mendelson: Yes. It is something that can be seen from both 
directions.  
 
Frank Tortorello: It is small enough.  
 
Mark Mendelson: I will be using the same poles and same spot.  
 
Frank Tortorello: This is two separate boards?  
 
Mark Mendelson: Yes.  
 
Frank Tortorello: This is a wood post and two separate boards that you 
will sandwich the posts or is it a single board.  



 
Mark Mendelson: It is two separate boards.  
 
Frank Tortorello: These posts are 4 x4. I think you can improve this 
greatly with maybe a wrought iron base or even a pipe base but keep 
the post delicate not like that.  
 
Mark Mendelson: I kept it wood because I do not work with wrought 
iron.  
 
Frank Tortorello: I can’t visualize this. If you have two posts and you 
are saying you are going to have a piece of sign on both sides of it. 
What are you going to do if you look at it from this side? It will look 
kind of funny.  
 
Mark Mendelson: The posts will be painted.  
 
Steve Marrano: That is the color. 
 
Frank Tortorello: Any comment? 
 
Nancy Abramson: I make a motion that we accept as proposed. 
 
Steve Marrano: Second. 
 
Frank Tortorello: Board All Ayes. 
 

6. Via Michelle – 49 South Moger Avenue 
Case #05-08 

     Chris Nielson owner, John Tucker from Tucker Signs. 
 
Frank Tortorello: This is tough, it’s another light box. You did such a 
nice job on the façade. It doesn’t seem consistent with the whole 
theme of the store. We applauded what you did with the store.  
 
Chris Neilson: We are open to ideas. I am not locked into anything. 
 
Frank Tortorello: What we have been trying to encourage particularly 
on Main Street this would seem to limit you with a dark background. 
This is so tastefully done I just hate to see another light box.  
 
Nancy Abramson: So Frank you are suggesting put these on a sign. 
 



Chris Neilson: The problem is visibility. We were hoping that we 
wouldn’t have to do any signage at all. You just can’t see it if is not 
against the white background.  
 
Frank Tortorello: You want to illuminate the background, which is 
really the problem.  
 
Nancy Abramson: What about a sign not a sign box but like an actual 
wood sign of some sort. Take this same style.  
 
Chris Neilson: Can we spot light it from here? 
 
Nancy Abramson: Yes. 
 
Frank Tortorello: You mean put a wall wash fixture up in that canopy. 
You could certainly do that if you want. You don’t really have enough 
space to hang the fixture down.  
 
Chris Neilson: No we would not want it hanging down. 
 
Frank Tortorello: You want it recessed wall wash. I think it would be a 
lot nicer.  
 
Nancy Abramson: For a store like yours you have done a great job and 
it looks fabulous.  
 
Frank Tortorello: Do you want to come back with something?  
 
Chris Neilson: Can we just convert that to a sign? 
 
Frank Tortorello: I really think you need to come back. 
 
JohnTucker: Our original design was to illuminate sign and keep the 
same oval and have a black type background and a matted glass 
raised off that a little bit and then do the logo in raised letters. 
 
Frank Tortorello: I have a problem understanding where the oval 
comes from. It doesn’t really fit. You have a relatively narrow band up 
there and you are trying to squeeze this thing to fit. 
 
John Tucker: We were trying to gain visibility from across the street. 
 
Frank Tortorello: I think if you wanted a plaque type sign that you 
were going to illuminate then I think it is kind of nice. The script size is 



nice. You could do a lot of things, but I think you could make it work 
better there than trying to squeeze this thing here.  
 
Chris Neilson: The reason we have it this high is because there are 
chandeliers right here. 
 
Frank Tortorello: I understand that. You can’t block the window 
obviously. I still think individual letters in my opinion would be better. 
That is just one concept. If you want to do an applied sign then I think 
you have to look at it carefully. 
 
Nancy Abramson: Maybe what you want to do is take away the oval 
and put something that is more symmetrical. I don’t have a problem 
with the light color. With this script it is classy. It is just the 
illumination. I hear what Frank is saying you might do better with the 
rectangle and if you still have the light color you will still see it. 
 
Chris Tucker: Would you have any objection with cut out letters and all 
the background would not be illuminated but just the text itself.  
 
Frank Tortorello: That would certainly be more acceptable than a 
background being illuminated. I think you would find that scripts type 
letter you would have to change. I also don’t think you want to project 
way out from the face of the building. You want the visibility but you 
don’t want to take away the nice design. You can come back with an 
oval but you don’t want to come back with one bigger it will not look 
right. That is our recommendation.  
 

7. Pieros II – 132 East Main Street 
Case #05-09 
Piero Rosaspina owner. 

 
 
Mrs. Rosaspina: We would like to keep the existing sign and just 
change the name.  
 
Nancy Abramson: Do you have any pictures? 
 
Mrs. Rosaspina: Yes. 
 
Nancy Abramson: So you are just putting a new sign where the old 
one was. 
 
Mrs. Rosaspina: They will paint over the old sign.  



 
Frank Tortorello: This says excellent. 
 
Mrs. Rosaspina: That kind of denotes that, we are a restaurant and we 
are Italian, without really saying Piero’s II.  
 
Nancy Abramson: There is a sign on the side sign and you will be 
putting Piero’s II. What about all the awnings? 
 
Mrs. Rosaspina: They say BH, which I have no problem with and they 
are on the second floor, which is not the floor that we occupy.  
 
Frank Tortorello: This original sign did not come before us. 
 
Nancy Abramson: With all due respect there is no way we would have 
approved the BH’s all over the place. 
 
Steve Marrano: We approved the stone. The BH was already up there. 
 
Nancy Abramson: We sis not approve all these valances. Who is in 
charge of those? 
 
Mrs. Rosaspina: It is the same landlord.  
 
Frank Tortorello; There is not much we can do at this point. We 
certainly cannot penalize this lady for the Brass Horn. Are you painting 
over the existing sign? 
 
Mrs. Rosaspina: I think that can be done in the same colors.  
 
Frank Tortorello: You are just going to paint over and re-letter it?  
Can we take the word excellent out? I don’t doubt that your food is but 
I think it seems a little déclassé. We normally discourage descriptive 
stuff on the signs. Italian Cuisine is ok. It would also make it not as 
important and I think it would balance better. This you are going to 
put Pireo’s II on this existing. It will be the same size. We will be 
deleting the word Excellent and center the rest. 
 
Mrs. Rosaspina: This brings me to my second question. Would you 
allow us to put up a temporary sign up until this one is completed? 
 
Frank Tortorello: You would have to get a permit from the building 
department and we have no problem with that.  
 



Nancy Abramson: I motion we accept as amended take out the word 
Excellent. 
 
Steve Marrano: Second.  
 
Frank Tortorello: The Board All Ayes. 
 
 

8. Renovations – 74 South Moger Avenue 
Case #05-10 
Dennis Shaw owner. 

 
Frank Tortorello: This is wood sign painted. Is it lighted? 
 
Dennis Shaw: No 
 
Frank Tortorello: There are no lights. 
 
Dennis Shaw: It use to say Old Colony Furniture across the top. There 
was another sign like this over there.  
 
Steve Marrano: Weren’t there awnings at one time? 
 
Dennis Shaw: Yes. I did not like them. 
 
Frank Tortorello: You had a sense that there was a requirement to 
come before the board so why did you jump the gun. 
 
Dennis Shaw: To be honest with you I am on the planning Board in 
Somers and there to replace an existing sign it is not a requirement to 
get an approval. The sign was already there so I did make a mistake I 
should have come in. It was an existing sign on the building and the 
same size so I just re-lettered it. 
 
Frank Tortorello: It is the same size and existed before.  
 
Dennis Shaw: We re-built it. It is a new sign but that sign was there. 
Actually the original was a little bit bigger. 
 
Frank Tortorello: I think it was all individual letters. 
 
Dennis Shaw: That was all across the top. 
 
Nancy Abramson: I think this is an improvement. 



 
Frank Tortorello: I will tell you what I have a problem with. It is 
obviously on the corner because you want as many people to see it as 
possible. You are really taking that corner and making it a bulletin 
board. The sign really belongs at the entrance to your building.  
 
Dennis Shaw: The front of the building is all glass. I put signs on the 
glass and you can’t see them. You can barely see from the pictures it 
says Renovations on the glass. This sign is smaller in size. 
 
Frank Tortorello: Does someone want to make a motion? 
 
Nancy Abramson: I make a motion we accept. This is it no more right?  
 
Frank Tortorello: I will tell you the next time you do something without 
getting an approval don’t even dream of coming back here. To be 
honest with you if you had you would have something nicer than you 
have now. That is just my opinion. I think we could have helped you 
do something that would have been an improvement. You do have a 
nice store and high quality stuff. You could have reflected that well 
than what you have done here. So be it.  
 
Steve Marrano: Second. 
 
Frank Tortorello: Board All Ayes. 
 

9. Lexington Avenue Gym – 326 Lexington Avenue 
Case #05-11 
Ronni Rosenfeld owner, Perry Verrone 

 
Frank Tortorello: Are these sign boxes?  
 
Ronni Rosenfeld: Yes, they are existing. 
 
Frank Tortorello: What are you doing with them?  
 
Ronni Rosenfeld: We are just putting a sign in them.  
 
Frank Tortorello: In red? What part of the sign is lit? 
 
Ronni Rosenfeld: The entire light box. 
 
Frank Tortorello: The whole thing glows red? Tell me no. This building 
is in a funny place. First of all it borders the zone between residential 



on one side of the street and commercial on the other side. It is not 
North Bedford Road and competing with CVS and all the other stores. 
If you are going to use the sign box I think in the first instance 
whatever color thew sign is the background is not illuminated.  
 
Ronni Rosenfeld: How do we do that? 
 
Frank Tortorello: You have it opaque. This is a cut out. The letters are 
illuminated. 
 
Ronnie Rosenfeld: We just light the letters? 
 
Frank Tortorello: My second request would be to move away from the 
red and get into something that is a little more neutral. I don’t think 
you need anything brighter as if you were on a strip with fifty stores. I 
think you could do a nicer job. Is this two businesses? I don’t know 
why the two sign boxes. 
 
Nancy Abramson: Quite frankly I am having trouble with the two 
signs. Just because they had two signs before they get two signs 
again?   
 
Frank Tortorello: What is the name of the business? 
 
Ronni Rosenfeld: Lexington Gym. 
 
Frank Tortorello: The nicest thing to do is to take them both down and 
start again. Simple letters Lexington Avenue Gym right above the 
door. 
 
Ronni Rosenfeld: What would that cost?  
 
Frank Tortorello: It probably wouldn’t cost that much. The question is 
what kind of condition the wall is in behind these sign boxes. 
 
Perry Verrone: Did you say we could leave the Lexington Gym on the 
left even though you are not comfortable with the boxes.  
 
Frank Tortorello: I don’t know what you do with them unless you take 
them down. That would be the worst. 
 
Nancy Abramson: That is not going to look fabulous either. Is this a 
brand new business? Have you already opened? What did you use to 
be? 



 
Perry Verrone: Superior Performance. It took off and we needed more 
space. What if we picked whatever color you chose? 
 
Ronni Rosenfeld: Our colors in the gym are red white and blue. 
If you don’t like the background we can just light the letters. I don’t 
even know if the sign boxes work. 
 
Frank Tortorello: Then if they don’t work then what? 
 
Perry Verrone: The owner is an electrician. 
 
Frank Tortorello: The letters are too big. Make both signs say 
Lexington Ave Gym and then the other side says fitness training. Don’t 
fill this whole thing up. Stay a little smaller. This I have trouble with. 
Just continue with this the same size letter. The other side in smaller 
letters and center. You have the second sign.  
 
Ronni Rosenfeld: We have something that we were working on before 
like this. 
 
Frank Tortorello: now you have given me something to think about. 
 
Nancy Abramson: That looks beautiful. No sign box and you put the 
letters right there. Get rid of the sign boxes. Put the lettering like this 
Lexington Avenue Gym and then boxing training fitness.  
 
Frank Tortorello: That looks perfect. You can mount the letters right on 
the building.  
 
Nancy Abramson: That is so nice. 
 
Frank Tortorello: So you will be back. Get a permit for a temporary 
sign and we will put you on the agenda for next meeting. 
 
 

10. KG&D Architects – 285 Main Street 
Case #05-03 
Ken Silver business manager for KG&D 

 
Frank Tortorello: This sign was put up before it was approved.  
 
Ken Silver: The entire sign was KG&D previously.  
 



Frank Tortorello: The original was different from this. That I never 
noticed this I notice all the time.  
 
Nancy Abramson: Everyday. 
 
Frank Tortorello: What was the orientation the same one? 
 
Ken Silver: It is exactly the same size and shape. It is the same sign 
just recovered.  
 
Nancy Abramson: I have an issue with the color.  
 
Ken Silver: We thought we did not have to get the permit since we 
were just recovering the existing sign. The difference between what 
you are looking at and what is now there is the bottom. As what we 
would like to make it appear. To satisfy you with what we put up. 
Apparently it was not legal to put up. We would like to have grey on 
the bottom instead of white. Speaking with Cara and Martin are 
partners.  
 
Nancy Abramson: This is the one that is there.  
 
Frank Tortorello: This one is different?  
 
Ken Silver: No they are a few different views. I think the next page will 
show you the same view. We have six different views.  
 
Frank Tortorello: So what you want to do is different? 
 
Ken Silver: Make the bottom of it grey.  
 
Frank Tortorello: The whole band going down grey? Proportionately it 
is not the same as the white.  
 
Ken Silver: Everything remains the same.  
 
Frank Tortorello: I don’t think so. This white band is twice as this white 
band. This sign this grey band is about the same size as the white 
band. Which is it? The proportions of this sign are different from this 
sign.  
 
Ken Silver: I see your point. This is Cara would like to do.  
 
Frank Tortorello: So that is a whole new sign.  



 
Ken Silver: We would like to recover the way this is.  
 
Frank Tortorello: Is this dimension top to bottom the same as this 
one?  
Ken Silver: Yes. It is the same as the existing.  
 
Frank Tortorello: What is it that we are changing to make it fit? Is this 
going to stop higher? What you are showing me here is something like 
this.  
 
Ken Silver: There is a piece under it that you are not able to see; it is 
part of the base of it. There are several inches that are not actually 
part of the sign but part of the frame under the sign. What you are 
seeing is the face of it. The totality of the face of the sign is the same 
as it is here to here. This is what we would like to do.  
 
Frank Tortorello: So this is changed. It is a whole new face. 
 
Ken Silver: Yes.  
 
Frank Tortorello: You are not just painting the band you are putting on 
a whole new face on this sign. Even this will be new because of the 
proportions.  
 
Ken Silver: After they had put it up and then we heard from the village 
they had already decided they did not like it.  
 
Frank Tortorello: Is this lit?  
 
Ken Silver: Not lit at all. 
 
Nancy Abramson: It looks better than what is up right now.  
 
Frank Tortorello: The KG&D is fine. It is larger than I would like to see 
it. This is not a retail establishment.  
 
Nancy Abramson: What was it before?  
 
Ken Silver: It was the entire faces the same size and just KG&D. 
 
Frank Tortorello: I think that it is really dreadful. Is this a logo or did 
they just invent it?  
 



Ken Silver: That is her logo. What is it about it that you do not like?  
 
Frank Tortorello: It is a bad design.  
 
Nancy Abramson: I just know that every time I have driven by there it 
is very noticeable. It is the color the characters.  
 
Frank Tortorello: I think it would help if you took the red out of it at 
the very least. Frankly since you have blue up here maybe better 
letters being black to pick up this navy color so this will hang together.  
 
Ken Silver: You are saying to take out the red.  
 
Frank Tortorello: It is bigger than I would like to see it. The fact that 
no one had noticed it before when it was just the KG&D sign it kind of 
tells you that it is not so much the size it is this stuff.  
 
Ken Silver: They want to be noticed.  
 
Frank Tortorello: I understand that. This is not a walk in business. This 
is advertising she wants put out on the front lawn. I am suggesting 
you get rid of the red and pick up the blue instead or navy lettering.  
 
Ken Silver: If we change the entire coloring do you think you could live 
with the characters? 
 
Frank Tortorello: I think that would go along way.  
 
Nancy Abramson: You are right the red. I don’t mean to be derogatory 
it is just so cartoonish. That is what I found very jarring as I drove 
through town. The red cartoon sitting in the middle of Main Street.  
 
Ken Silver: So the red is out the blue is in. Can you live with the 
background color? 
 
Nancy Abramson: I am not willing to commit if you did all that.  
 
Frank Tortorello: You want to see it done.  
 
Nancy Abramson: Even if the changes are made does not mean we are 
going to accept it. I need to see what the whole thing looks like before 
I can so I am fine with those changes.  
 



Frank Tortorello: I am trying to make something that I am very 
unhappy about and make it livable.  
 
Ken Silver: Then we will make the changes and return. 
 

12. Jackie Giaimo – 13 Brook Street 
Case #05-13 

Jackie Giaimo: My husband and I own house on 13 Brook Street and 
we would like to renovate the home with an addition on the side. 
 
Nancy Abramson: Just you just buy this? 
 
Jackie Giaimo: A few months ago.  
 
Frank Tortorello: This is the existing house and this is the front 
evaluation. You are keeping this? 
 
Jackie Giaimo: Actually we are keeping the whole thing. It has an 
entrance on the side. This is the front of the house. This the way it is 
going to be with the addition. 
 
Frank Tortorello: This is a two-story addition.  
 
Jackie Giaimo: Yes. 
 
Frank Tortorello: You really don’t have a front. 
 
Jackie Giaimo: We are filling in the cut outs so the entrance will no 
longer be on the side.  
 
Frank Tortorello: You are keeping the windows as they are. 
 
Jackie Giaimo: We will probably replace those windows. 
 
Frank Tortorello: It will be a little strange if you don’t replace because 
you will get a different type of windows. 
 
Jackie Giaimo: We will replace the windows so they are consistent. 
Probably put the shingles on this side as well. We like the combination 
of the light beige either siding or stucco with brick over the entryway. 
We haven’t decided either stucco or siding. It will definitely be pale 
beige.  
 



Frank Tortorello: You will have to decide. You really don’t have enough 
here in this presentation. I think for us to vote on. You need to show 
us the drawings with the replaced windows. The only thing we can 
vote on is what is on the sheet. We can’t as a board says this is ok and 
you are going to replace the windows. You have to show the whole 
plan.  
Jackie Giaimo: We are going to replace what is there and they will be 
in the same location. 
 
Frank Tortorello: We need to see how they relate in height and scale 
to what you are doing here. This is just a brick facing around the 
entrance?  
 
Jackie Giaimo: That is right.  
 
Steve Marrano: Red brick?  
 
Jackie Giaimo: That is right. 
 
Nancy Abramson: This is a little premature but is the windows going to 
have shutters and is they plastic? 
 
Jackie Giaimo: They are wood. 
 
Nancy Abramson: It is important to have a sense of what they are. 
People go to build these new houses and then slap on these plastic 
shutters and it cheapens the whole look.  
 
Jackie Giaimo: I certainly would not want to go for a cheap look. 
 
Nancy Abramson: Are you working with an architect? 
 
Jackie Giaimo: Yes. He has an architect that has been working on this. 
He is the engineer that approved everything. 
 
Frank Tortorello: If you look at the roofline this is pitching right to this 
wall. You are going to have to get the water off of here. This is very 
strange. Where this structure meets this there is a very funny 
condition here. It is not even good in terms of getting the water away. 
This roof is draining into this wall. I don'’ know what happens here. I 
can’t even begin to guess.  
 
Jackie Giaimo: I can clarify that with him, we have talked about that. 
He feels comfortable that the drainage is ok.  



 
Frank Tortorello: We don’t even know what it looks like. I am trying to 
figure it out from this side. This is part of the existing house I don’t 
know.  
 
Jackie Giaimo: This is actually the second floor of the addition.  
Frank Tortorello: I understand that. This is open to below. It doesn’t 
show when you look at the two story elevation. This is the front? 
 
Jackie Giaimo: This is the side elevation. This is the rear of the house 
and this is facing the street. 
 
Frank Tortorello: Is there an elevation of this side? 
 
Jackie Giaimo: Yes. That is the side view here. This you see looking at 
below.  
 
Frank Tortorello: This is the driveway side. This is going to be 
extended and this piece is being filled in. You’re just putting a gable in 
the front and you are not changing this roof. 
 
Jackie Giaimo: No we are not changing the roof of the existing house.  
 
Frank Tortorello: You would have to. It will be sloping all into this wall.  
I don’t mean to be difficult but you would have to something.  
 
Jackie Giaimo: I can get a response from the architect. 
 
Frank Tortorello: I think what you have to do, you are going to hate 
me for what I am going to tell you now but you will like me if you 
listen. This is what happens when you go to an engineer to design 
something. I think you are going to spend a lot of money and I don’t 
think the design has really worked out. I don’t understand it and I am 
an architect. I am trying to desperately understand what this is trying 
to do. I think you are going to be very surprised.  
 
Jackie Giaimo: He is the engineer but is not the designer. He has an 
architect in his office that designed the plan and he approved it. 
 
Frank Tortorello: I think you can do a lot better. If you are going to 
make this kind of investment and add 1,600 square feet to 1,000 
square foot house I think you need to look at the whole design. All the 
pieces need to fit. Are you putting siding on the house? 
 



Jackie Giaimo: We were going to put it on the entire house. 
 
Frank Tortorello: Then this has to be part of the presentation. As it 
stands right now it doesn’t really say anything. There is nothing here 
that I can see that says you are going to make it all stucco or you are 
going to make it all whatever. To get to the point where you want this 
board to approve it you have to have all those decisions made. I don’t 
think that they are really thought out at this point. I would urge you to 
take another look at this because this is going to be a problem. This 
roof thing pitching to try and get this water out is going to be a 
problem. The rain will run off or the first time you get snow and it 
starts to melt you are going to get ice dams here. This is going to be a 
nightmare. I am an architect and contractor and I build things and 
from the bottom of my heart this you are never going to out live this 
problem. No disrespect to the architect is this is not a good design. Not 
only it is not a good design it is a design that will be problematic for 
you. I would seriously suggest if you want this way then finish it. Show 
the windows show all the elevations show the change of materials, 
bring samples, show us the colors. This is a deficient presentation; you 
do not have enough information. Every time I see an engineers stamp 
we have the same problem. The advice I give is find a real architect 
who will do a better design.  
 
Jackie Giaimo: I will confirm the roof issue you bring up and we have 
talked about it. I love the design.  
 
Frank Tortorello: Then finish it and bring it back and we will take a 
look at. You need to show us completed elevations. All of the sides and 
what you are going to do with them and convince us. I can’t tell you, it 
will be approved, and these are difficult cases. It is someone’s home 
and they have their ideas at what they want. A lot of times when 
people come here and they are agitated and they feel someone are 
telling them what to do and they come back three months later with a 
new design and they are very happy. I am concerned that this is not in 
your best interest. Certainly this issue where it all comes together. If 
you want to go forward you need all elevations roof and all material. 
He is just the designer he is not going to build it right. Thank you. 
 
 

13. Plaza Too – 53 South Moger Avenue 
 Case #05-15 
Jean Baptiste Ducrvey representing the owners and 
applicant, Rita Mf Eng Architect.   

 



Rita Mf Eng: The Plaza Too is leasing from the owner. We are 
removing the existing sign and keeping the metal. The storefront is 
very dated. It overhangs an existing brick about a foot. We will be 
removing the whole storefront. We are proposing to make it flush and 
butt glazing. We are replacing all the metal that is there now. The back 
signage will be removed. It will not be an entrance for customers. 
There will be a sign posted on the door.  
 
Frank Tortorello: The existing sign faces are coming off the building? 
 
Rita Mf Eng:  Yes. This is just a shed awing and illuminated by a linear 
light. It lights from above.  
 
Steve Marrano: It this a roll out? 
 
Rita Mf Eng:  It can be permanent or roll out. I call the building 
department and they said it could be fixed.  
 
Steve Marrano: You are showing a roll out.  
 
Rita Mf Eng:  Yes it could be retractable.  
 
Frank Tortorello: The awning really doesn’t do much. You usually put 
on up to stop the glare.  
 
Steve Marrano: Which awning is it going to be? 
 
Jean Ducrvey: This would be roll up. 
 
Rita Mf Eng:  This signage shows it behind the awning.  
 
Nancy Abramson: How high is this? 
 
Jean Ducrvey: 4 inches. 
 
Rita Mf Eng: There will be a little sign on the door in the back. 
 
Frank Tortorello: You say you deteriorated metal you are replacing.  
 
Steve Marrano: Existing color? 
 
Rita Mf Eng:  The owner of the store wanted it the same.  
 
Frank Tortorello: It is just the window that you want a stainless frame.  



 
Nancy Abramson: What is this?  
 
Rita Mf Eng:  This is existing. We do not occupy that space. From this 
point on. 
This is the point that we are re-cladding.  

 
Nancy Abramson: The top of that building is a mess. 
 
Rita Mf Eng: We have no legal rights to change that. 
 
Frank Tortorello: What they are trying to do is and what strikes a cord 
to me is the stainless steel. You are trying to unify the façade. I don’t 
like anodized aluminum. It is a fixed piece of glass? 
 
Rita Mf Eng:  Butt glazed. I am removing the old storefront. We don’t 
know what is up here. I am just tying it back.  
 
Frank Tortorello: I would not put a stainless steel window frame.  
With the exception of changing the window I have no problem. You 
could do it in bronze. It is only one window and it would work with the 
design. We would like to see it. You would be unifying the design and 
you are making the most of the building. 
 
Steve Marrano: Motion to accept as amended with the window change. 
 
Nancy Abramson: Second. 
 
Frank Tortorello: Board All Ayes. 
 
 

13. Perfect Gift – 141 Main Street 
Case #05-05 
Guido Peralta owner 

  Milva Aranda interpreter 
 
Frank Tortorello: This sign was put up before the got their permit. 
There are two sign, a corner store. This was an existing sign box. Just 
the letters are lit and the background is black. You didn’t know you 
needed a permit? 
 
Guido Peralta: No. 
 



Frank Tortorello: We need the trustees to pass a law where the sign 
people are responsible. This should be on public record. 
 
Nancy Abramson: Two years age people where allowed to slip in. So 
not everybody is up to speed.   
 
Frank Tortorello: We see maybe there area dozen sign guys that come 
in here all the time. The same one. They have to get a permit, this 
man has a business and he did not know. 
 
Nancy Abramson: Who did the sign?  
Guido Peralta: Someone from the Bronx. 
 
Nancy Abramson: They would not know Mount Kisco. 
 
Frank Tortorello: Ok any comments? 
 
Nancy Abramson: Not what I would choose. It is a sign box.  
 
Steve Marrano: This was existing wasn’t it?  
 
Frank Tortorello: Yes.  
 
Nancy Abramson: It is what it is.  
 
Frank Tortorello: I am very unhappy with this. You could have made it 
nicer than it is. Did the sign guy design it?  
 
Guido Peralta: No. I did.  
 
Frank Tortorello: Someone showed him the typeface.  
 
Guido Peralta: The sign man guided him. 
 
Nancy Abramson: We wish you had come before us and we could have 
worked together to something nice. 
 
Frank Tortorello: If you come before us with another sign we will make 
you take it down.  
 
Steve Marrano: Motion to accept. 
 
Nancy Abramson: Second. 
 



Frank Tortorello: Board all ayes. 
 
Discussion: 
 
Frank Tortorello: Motion to accept the minutes. 
I will design a form so when they leave here they have a form.  
 
Nancy Abramson: A year ago before Bill Williams we were seeing 
signs. In general we weren’t seeing anywhere sign boxes replaced. 
Now we are and we are seeing everything. Do storeowners know this?  
 
Nancy Placona: This discussion was had with Jim Palmer they can’t 
fine the sign men because it is the property owner’s responsibility to 
make sure the proper codes are being enforced.  
 
Nancy Abramson: Do the property owners know now all signs, every 
single one goes to the ARB? How do they find out?  
 
Nancy Placona: A lot of property owner don’t even know the recycle 
days.  
 
Frank Tortorello: If you do a piece of work without a permit you should 
be fined.  
 
Nancy Abramson: Previously everything went up and you didn’t need a 
permit. Now all of a sudden you need a permit. How do you find out 
there is anew law.  
 
Nancy Placona: On line mountkisco.org. 
 
Frank Tortorello: Send something out with the tax bills. They know 
how do those things. 
 
Nancy Abramson: They should send out a letter to all the sign guys.  
 
Frank Tortorello: The property owner should be responsible.  
Your sewer and water bill there should be an insert about permit 
requirements. I don’t think that is a problem. Motion to adjourn.  
 
Steve Marrano: Second. 
 
Board All Ayes.  
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 


